War Memorial at Weeping Cross

Over Easter the War Memorial was hit by a vehicle and damaged.
The area is currently taped off in case any loose material falls and in-
jures someone. Repairs have been approved by our insurers and will
take place over the coming months and we also hope to have a hand-
rail installed and the bronze plaque reattached. We anticipate that
work will be completed well in advance of Remembrance Sunday in
November.
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Hollybush Playing Fields Reopening I
17 July 2022 I

We have had some play equip-:
ment replaced and new items in-,
stalled at Hollybush Playing Fields
(next to Berkswich  Primaryl
School). We are holding a ‘Grand |
Reopening’ on Sunday 17 JuIyI
from 12.00 pm to 2.00 pm with:
face painting and a bouncy castle
available free of charge. Please come and join us and test out)
our new equipment! |

|
I Parish residents are also invited to bring a

Ipicnic and blanket and have lunch with us on

'the field (weather permitting). We are hoping this will be an
opportunity for families to con-
nect within our Parish.

Please note that children must
be accompanied by a responsi-
ble adult. Parking is very lim-
ited in the area so please come
on foot if possible.




Walton Coppice

The Queen’s Plati-
3 Update
) || Maintenance work at Wal-

num Jubilee
Afternoon Tea .
i1ton Coppice has now com-

The Parish Council held a cel- :menced Our contractors !

ebration afternoon tea at Wal-|!| .are felling saplings and'

ton (Berkswich) Village Hall on 'trees which are too close!
Saturday 4 June 2022 at 2.30 'together or in poor condi- i

P .tion, pruning the large oak
' " 2 Guests, :trees in consultation with |
bl 4 including .Stafford Borough Council |
the land re-
Mayor  [iducing
: and ithe ex-
Mayoress of Stafford, were tisting
served a variety of sandwich-|ihedge-
es, savouries, cakes and|irow to
scones along with tea, coffee|i2m in
and prosecco to toast The|:height. 2750 hawthorn:
Queen! A good time was had :whips will be planted!
by all. Special thanks go to 'along the fenceline in Au-!
Clir Malcolm Millichap for or- 'tumn to complete the:
ganising the event, and to the 'hedgerow Many thanks.
Berkswich Women’s Institute 'to Cllr Alan Taylor for aII'
for all their help on the day. 'hls work in this area. i

Parish Council Projects

In 2022/23 our main projects are replacing park equipment and
work at Walton Coppice. What would you would like us to work
on in future financial years? Is there something you think would
benefit our community? If you have any suggestions for future
projects please email our Clerk at berkswichclerk@gmail.com.

The History of the Parish of Berkswich
Part Three

In 1808 a serious proposal was
made to demolish Holy Trinity
Church, Baswich as it was said that
the church needed very expensive
maintenance and repairs. Sites at
Brocton and Walton on the Hill
Bl were considered and eventually,
the site at Walton on the Hill was
approved The land for the building was donated by the Earl of
Lichfield and the building itself was designed by Thomas Trub-
shaw and costed at £957 including the spire and tower. The
finance was provided by Rev. Richard Levett, his wife and
Thomas Salt. The church was completed and dedicated to St
Thomas the Apostle as a chapel of ease in 1842. Holy Trinity
Church was never demolished.

St Thomas’ Church did not have an easy beginning. In 1845 the
spire was struck by lightning and part of it was destroyed. Win-
dows and part of the roof were damaged. Repairs were com-
pleted in 1887, but by 1903 it was considered unsafe. The lead
roof was replaced with a lighter one and the heavy weathercock
was removed and a less weighty one put in its place.

The Local Government Act 1894 reformed local government
and introduced elected councils at District and Parish level.
The first parish elections took place in April, 1896.

To be continued

' September 2022.

' thank him for his service to the community and wish him well for thei

future. We hope to co-opt a new Councillor at our next meeting on 6!



